Alabama Regional Advisory Lodge (ARAL) Annual Meeting
The ARAL annual meeting was held Saturday, June 23, 2007. Attendees were 

Rick Black, Chief SPHL, 

Scott Booth, MM SPHL, 

Joe Oswalt, Chief NPHL, 

Brad Taylor, Chief BBL,

Steve Justice, MM BBL,

Matt Marsh, Sachem ARAL,

Cynthia Walthall, Wampum Bearer ARAL,

John Conover, Sachem SPHL,

Randy Myers, Chief Navaho Tribe

Allen Alexander, Chief ARAL

The meeting started at about 12:15. The agenda covered ARAL accomplishments, Goals for the year, Longhouse feedback, Budget review, Calendar Review, and Chief’s training planning.

The following dates were set for Campouts:

SPHL:  FWG- Nov 2,    SLH – Apr 18

NPHL:  FWG – Sept 21,  SLH – Apr 11

BBL:  FWG – Oct 19, SLH – May 2

Chief’s Training will be held on Aug 11. 

The following Motions were carried;

1) New Members will be provided with headbands, Patches and Vests by the ARAL. Motion made by John Conover and Seconded by Rick Black

2) Brad Taylor Motioned that the ARAL incentivize the Wampum Bearer position by paying the registration and campout fees. Seconded by John Conover
3) John Conover Motioned to grant the ARAL Chief appointment authority to fill the Wampum Bearer Position as soon as a suitable candidate is found. Seconded by Brad Taylor

4) John Conover Motioned to accept the 2007-2008 Budget. Brad Taylor Seconded.

John Conover volunteered for the position of Assistant Chief was approved by the Council. The position of Wampum Bearer is now vacant. This position is mandatory and can not be vacant. Each Longhouse Chief is charged with finding a volunteer for this office or an accounting firm must be hired and a fee levied on the membership to cover the cost. 
The ARAL chief presented ideas for Marketing and funding raising, including T-Shirts and Candy Bars with the Longhouse Patch on them. Members are still needed for the Marketing Committee. 
Joe Oswalt, Rick Black and Steve Justice volunteered to form a recruitment committee. Ideas for recruitment included a video presentation provided by National, posting a registration notice on the public access channels for the local cable providers, contacting local schools to arrange for presentations, and updating the web site to include news articles from events and the video. The Tally Keeper from each Longhouse is responsible to provide monthly input to the website. 

Discussion about acquiring a phone for the ARAL resulted in designating Brad Taylor to investigate alternatives and provide a solution. 
In addition the ARAL chief will purchase crescent patches for each Longhouse to compliment the Alabama Longhouse Patch.
The meeting ended at 5:05 pm. 

Allen Alexander

Chief, ARAL

